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	Preface

	 

	People often talk about moving houses. Sometimes, it is because they had to relocate or they bought a new house somewhere and would love to move in.  There is always a good reason to move from one place to another.  Well, the day you confessed Jesus as Lord and Saviour of your life, God moved into you, and He moved in to stay with no plans to relocate or leave.

	It is the desire of the author that this book enlightens the eyes of your understanding to the reality of God’s never-ending and ever-abiding presence with the believer. When you get a revelation of this, you will never ask Him to come and be with you, nor would ask Him never to leave you, because He never leaves nor forsakes His own.
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CHAPTER ONE

	WHEN GOD COMES TO STAY

	 

	12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 

	13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 

	14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world. 

	15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

	16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

	1 John 4:12-16

	There are two predominant recurring words that immediately catch our attention in those verses. They are “love” and “abide”. I want to pick on the word “abide”, which occurs about five times in our text. It is an interesting word. It is the Greek word meno, which means to stay in a given place, state, relation or expectancy. It is translated as abide, dwell, continue, remain, stand and tarry. Thus, the word “abide” doesn’t imply something or someone that comes and goes. The definition to stay in a given place, will be my focus in this book.

	Thus, verse 15 could very well read: “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, has God staying in him, and he in God”. Unfortunately, a lot of people believe that God can come to and go away from their lives. Even some believers who know that God resides in them would often say things like, “It feels like the Lord has departed from me”.

	You may feel like that sometimes, but I want you to know that since God took up residence in you, He will never depart or take a vacation from you.

	 

	Not on Visitation or Vacation

	Some of our parents in the latter parts of their lives really don’t have much to do. So, they can afford to spend some time with their grown children one after the other. Imagine a mother leaving her son’s place and the son is pleading, “Mom, just spend two more days with us”, but she reluctantly says, “Sorry dear, I have to be with your sister. She’s already expecting me”. This parent loves her children, but she can only be with one of them at a particular time because she is limited. Thank God, He is not like that! The day God came to dwell in you, He came to remain, tarry and to stay. He lives in everyone who has accepted Him.

	Just like the dove Noah sent out of the ark went and never returned, because it found a resting place for its feet (Genesis 8:9-12), so has God through His Spirit found a resting place in your heart – never to leave you nor forsake you.

	 

	A Permanent Residence

	You have a house where you live. If someone is trying to reach you, apart from calling your personal phone line, they are very likely to go to look for you at your residential address. After a busy day’s job, you always retire home. Your house address is a permanent place where you live.

	God’s abiding presence in you is more permanent than your residence in your home. Just think about that for a moment. God’s presence or residence in you is more permanent than your dwelling in your own house! One of the greatest supernatural realities that your heart should embrace is the fact that God has made permanent residence on the inside of you.

	The fact is that most of us are not always at home. We spend most of our time away from home – at work, school, or some other place, and then after our activities outside the house, we come back home. Some people even spend more time away from home than they actually spend at home.

	In certain cities in Nigeria, a regular worker would have to wake up early, and leave their house perhaps as early as 6:30 a.m., and come back sometimes as late as 7:00 p.m., or 8:00 p.m. If you total the time spent, it comes to around thirteen hours outside the house. God’s dwelling in you is not like that. His abiding presence with you is more consistent than your dwelling in your own home. Your body is the temple of the Spirit of God. In simple terms, that means your body is God’s residential address! God’s home today is your body.

	19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

	1 Corinthians 6:19 NKJV

	Ordinarily, a person’s body is the temple or house of their own human spirit, whether or not they are saved. When a person becomes born again by the Spirit of God, the Spirit of God takes up residence in the spirit of this person who has now become a new creation. Now, their body is not just the dwelling place of their spirit, but also of God. Therefore, it is right for the believer to tenderly touch his chest and say, “This is God’s home; this is God’s address”. Stop looking for God a million miles away, because He is in you. Your heart, or more specifically, your spirit is where God has chosen to live in.

	 

	Never To Depart

	As a child of God, you are not like Samson from whom the presence of the Lord departed (Judges 16:20). Nor are you like David who prayed that God would not cast him away from His presence, or to take His Holy Spirit from him (Psalm 51:11).

	Yes, Samson toyed around with the flesh, played Russian roulette, desecrated his Nazarite vows; he continued wining and dining with the enemy till he took it too far, and the Lord, or the Spirit of God departed from him. That was costly for him, and there is a lesson here to every believer: be careful not to sow to the flesh. That notwithstanding, the Holy Spirit will not depart from us because God has promised never to do so, and we belong to a better covenant because of what Jesus did.

	So many Christians are singing the words of David’s prayer in Psalm 51 after he committed adultery with Bathsheba, and killed her husband, Uriah, in order to have her as wife. They sing sanctimoniously his words in verse 10-12: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and renew a right spirit within me”.

	As a new creation in Christ, you shouldn’t sing songs like that, nor should you pray prayers like that. What David didn’t have, you have because you are under a better covenant since Jesus Christ has come. What David prayed for, Christ has already provided. If you are born again, your heart, (the spirit part) is clean (Ezekiel 36:25-26), so you don’t need to pray for God to create in you a clean heart. God has already created a new heart within you, and your spirit is right before Him (2 Corinthians 5:17, 21). God will never cast you away from His presence because Jesus Christ has already received you into the glory of God, and you are seated together with Christ in heavenly places (Romans 15:7; Ephesians 2:6). Furthermore, He will never take away His Holy Spirit from you because He said the Holy Spirit would abide with us forever (John 14:16-17). That was Jesus pledge and promise to us.

	It’s also noteworthy that David prayed that God would not take His Spirit from him. In other words, at the time he was praying this prayer of repentance, the Holy Spirit was still with him. How do I know? It was the Holy Spirit who convicted him of his wrongdoing, and led him to repent.

	God is on the inside of you and the day He came in, He promised never to depart from you. That’s why He said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

	 


CHAPTER TWO

	AT SALVATION, GOD WALKED IN

	 

	Salvation made it possible for God to come and stay and never depart from your life.

	14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world. 

	15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

	1 John 4:14-15

	Notice that verse 14 speaks about salvation; verse 15 talks about confession. There is a connection between salvation and confession. There is another text that encapsulates the concepts of salvation and confession.

	 

	Salvation and Confession

	Take a look at Romans 10:9-10:

	9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

	10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

	Romans 10:9-10

	God provides salvation, and man makes a confession. In essence, God makes the transaction and man participates in it. Therefore, before God could come to dwell in us, we first had to be saved. Verse 14 tells us that God sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world. Jesus went to the cross for us and took our sins. He took the full brunt of divine justice when He was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). He shed His blood for us, and on the third day, He was raised up from the dead by the glory of God the Father (Romans 6:4). He ascended into Heaven and presented His blood on the mercy seat, like the high priest under the Old Testament did, and took away sin once and for all (Hebrews 9:13-14, 24-28). He settled the sin problem and when that job was finished, God the Father seated Him at His own right hand (Hebrews 1:3; 10:11-12). The Father did this because salvation was a fait accompli – the job had been finished.

	Afterwards, God raised people to spread the message of what He had accomplished in His Son. This is why John said they testify that the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world (1 John 4:14). He was one of those witnesses. God sent Jesus Christ to save man, and then God sent people to tell other people that Jesus is the Saviour of world, so that they too can be saved!

	Man’s response to God’s provision of salvation comes with a declaration and acknowledgment of what God has done. That is why immediately after saying God sent His Son as the Saviour of the world, the next verse starts with the sentence, “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God…” (1 John 4:15). To “confess” means to declare. The Greek word for it as used in the text is homologeo, which means to say the same thing; to acknowledge. You are to acknowledge with your mouth what you believe in your heart.

	A faith filled confession is not just mouthing words or just saying anything that sounds good or even positive. There are times you may confess something of which you are not fully persuaded at the moment. Everyone likes hearing their own voice, and so God has designed that by repetitive confession, your heart will come to agree with your mouth. It is when your heart agrees with your mouth that the faith that works is released.

	To confess Jesus simply means to acknowledge by saying with your mouth what God has done for you in Jesus Christ, believing it in your heart. It is when you believe in your heart and you say it with your mouth that you are saved.

	Paul said that if you confess with your mouth having believed in your heart that Jesus is Lord, you will be saved (Romans 10:9). Then, John said if you confess or acknowledge with your mouth that Jesus is the Son of God, God comes to dwell in you. Putting what John and Paul said together shows us that when you confess the lordship of Jesus Christ, a miracle takes place. You are saved and God takes residence inside of you instantly.

	 

	What Really Is Salvation?

	So, what then is salvation? I’m not redefining it but bringing your awareness to something you may have missed. Salvation is simply God coming to dwell in you! Salvation is not only about the forgiveness of sins, even though that is very necessary; the climax of God forgiving you or putting your sins away, and making you His righteousness, is so that He would come to live on the inside of you. God forgave you and cleansed you with the blood of His Son, to make you a habitation fit for His dwelling. Hallelujah! This is where salvation for you as a new covenant believer differs from that of an old covenant saint. 

	The Jews, the people of God under the old covenant were saved, that was why David could say the Lord is his light and his salvation (Psalm 27:1). However, their salvation is not the same salvation that the new covenant believer has. We have it better because we have a better covenant established on better promises (Hebrews 8:6). David, even though saved as an old covenant saint, prayed that God should not take His Spirit from him. You see, David nursed the fear of losing his salvation. It is the same reason why Samson, even though saved and mightily anointed of God, did not know when the Spirit of God departed from him (Judges 16:20). In our case as believers under the new covenant, the day we accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, He took residence in us and He’s never going to depart from us. If you don’t believe this, your faith will not be consistent, and you will constantly depend on your fleeting and fluctuating feelings. You’ll often ask, “What have I done to make Him depart? What should I do to keep Him?” It is not about you! It is about what He decided and what He did for you on the cross.

	 

	What We Lost Has Been Restored

	I am simply showing you what we lost in the Garden of Eden through Adam’s sin. The truth is that there is no reference that tells us that God dwelt in Adam. Salvation is redemption, and redemption is God’s restoration plan for man, giving us back what we had at the beginning. Thus, in consistence with God’s restorative dealings, He would always take us to a better level. If you lost fifty and God restores it to you, He wouldn’t give you fifty back; He makes it up for you. He says when something is stolen from you, it must be restored in twofold (Exodus 22:4), or sevenfold (Proverbs 6:31).

	I was teaching some of our school of local church students along the lines of God’s restoration and then a student asked me concerning the rate of restoration. She asked, “Exodus says twofold, while Proverbs says sevenfold. Which is it?” I said, “I don’t know, but what I know is that God is bent on restoration, and when He restores, He doesn’t give you what you lost, He gives you more”. That’s what I see there!

	Adam and Eve lost God’s presence in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:8, 23-24). We are told that God used to come visit with them in the cool of the day, meaning when God came, He stayed with them, and in a sense, He would leave afterwards. Then He would come another day in the cool of the day. However, to the new creation in Christ Jesus, God pledges that when He comes, He will never go. That is why some prayers Christians pray like, “Lord, as we are going, be with us and may your presence not depart from us”, is unscriptural, and is inconsistent with the new covenant light and revelation. Such prayers place a total dependence on the feelings, and not faith in the Word of God.

	You are one with God (1 Corinthians 6:17), how can He depart from you? There are some days you seem to have or you feel spiritual highs, as if you are walking on the cloud and you say, “Bring me that mountain! Bring Goliath, bring the bear, bring the lion. I am ready for them!” There are other days, even after speaking in tongues to charge up and arrange yourself, it seems like you are not feeling it. When you know that God has come to stay forever, you will allow Him find expression from inside of you, not by the way you feel, because you don’t need to feel Him since He’s always there.

	Sometimes you may feel His presence, but whether you feel it or not, go ahead to do what the Word says, and allow the Greater One inside of you to rise up and take charge of situations through you.

	All of this is possible because God walked into you when you got saved.

	 


CHAPTER THREE

	BY HIS SPIRIT, GOD STAYS IN YOU

	 

	Even though salvation made it possible for God to come to stay in you, He stays in you by His Spirit.

	13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

	1 John 4:13

	There are two things here: Our abiding in Him, and He is abiding in us. However, we are focusing on His abiding in us. The Holy Spirit is God, or Christ Jesus in you. The Scripture says Christ in you is the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).

	Jesus has a body that can be touched. However, it is a glorified body, not the body of this cursed earth. When He received His glorified body, He could no longer stay on this earth. He went to sit at the right hand of God (Mark 16:19). One day, we are going to have that kind of body (Philippians 3:21). Jesus with His glorified body is unlimited. He is in different places at the same time. He dwells in us, but He does so through the person of the Holy Spirit. The person who actually lives in us and has taken residence in the inside of us is the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of Christ” (Romans 8:9).

	 

	The Firstfruits of the Spirit

	The work of the Spirit of God is to make you know that God is on the inside of you because He has come to stay there. That happened when you got born again. John said that, “we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit” (1 John 4:13). That word “of” is the Greek word for ek which means from and it denotes a source. He has given us from His Spirit. We have one Holy Spirit but He has different works and different manifestations in our lives.

	The Bible tells us that when we get born again, we receive the firstfruits of the Spirit (Romans 8:23). Paul calls the new birth as the firstfruits because there are other works of the Spirit of God in our lives, after the new birth. However, at the new birth, there is that firstfruit nature that every child of God receives. There is also what is available to every born again believer known as the baptism of the Spirit (Acts 1:5), or the infilling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).

	Even after you are filled with the Spirit, you can receive the spirit of wisdom and revelation, which is available through the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:17). All these are manifestations or distributions of the Holy Spirit, but the first one that every child of God has is the indwelling of the Spirit, and the Spirit witnesses to this truth.

	God is not dwelling inside of you because you are filled with the Spirit, or baptized with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. The infilling or baptism of the Holy Spirit is subsequent to the new birth. Howbeit, the infilling with the Holy Spirit and speaking in other tongues will cause you to be more conscious that He indwells you, and enables you give expression to God on the inside of you. It will cause you to activate the expression of the limitless Spirit on the inside of you.

	God abides in you by His Spirit. Jesus said that when the Spirit of truth comes, He will abide with you forever (John 14:16-17). God is right there in your heart, and all you need to do is to begin acknowledging Him, if you haven’t been doing so.

	 

	You Are Not Alone

	You need to quit seeing yourself as being alone. You are not alone! You and God on the inside of you cannot be separated. Your identity is found in who you are in the spirit. When you realize that you are a spirit you will never place too much reliance on your feelings.

	John said, “By this we know…” Pick up the word “know”. I don’t think there is any other author in the New Testament or in the Epistles that uses the word “know,” more than John. God is not content in dwelling in you, He wants you to know that He dwells in you. That word “know” is interesting because if you don’t know that God is dwelling in you, you will live as though He is not there. Many times, Christians go for “pilgrimages” and “voyages” in search of God, looking for what they possess as though they don’t possess it. I’m not saying it is wrong to go for pilgrimage, but have the right purpose when doing it.

	There is a proverb we have in Nigeria that goes thus: “What you are looking for in Sokoto, is in your shokoto”. In Nigeria, Sokoto is one of the farthest states located at the very end of the north of the country. Thus, figuratively, it refers to something that is far away or out of immediate reach. Shokoto is a Yoruba (one of the tribes in Nigeria) word that means trousers. The meaning of the adage is simply that many times, what you are looking for far away is right there on you. What an apt description of so many believers! So many Christians are looking for God, meanwhile, He is in them. It is understandable that the unbeliever will look for God, but that shouldn’t be the experience of the believer.

	 

	God Inside Mindedness

	God wants you to develop a God inside mindedness – a consciousness that He is within you. When you know this, you won’t dare speak like Jacob.

	16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it”.

	Genesis 28:16

	Jacob’s exclamation shows to us that God can be in a place and you may not know that He’s there. God was there but he didn’t know it until God gave him a supernatural encounter – a dream that revealed to him that the place he was standing on was holy ground, with a ladder from heaven on which the angels were descending and ascending. That was when he knew, and called the place the Bethel, meaning the house of God (Genesis 28:19). One of the descriptions he gave to the house of God was the “gate of heaven” (Genesis 28:17) because God was in that place. Your spirit is the gate of heaven because God is already dwelling there. You don’t need to have a dream to know that God is dwelling in you. All you need to do is to develop intimacy and romance with the Spirit of God who is on the inside of you, because He is there to let you know. If you don’t know that He is there, you will live as though He is not there and you may end up looking for what you already have.

	 

	The Place of Knowing

	I noticed that in several places where God speaks about us being His dwelling place in the New Testament, He emphasizes on knowledge. Look at the questions in 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 1 Corinthians 6:15, 19:

	16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

	1 Corinthians 3:16

	 

	15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!

	19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

	1 Corinthians 6:15, 19

	When you don’t know that He that is in you is greater than he that is in the world, you will look for He that is in you when you face he that is in the world, even though He is already inside you. Having this knowledge is very vital. When you look for signs and feelings in the sense realm to confirm that God is in you, you are being sense ruled. Don’t be sense ruled, or live in the sense realm, where you constantly say, “I want to feel God”.

	Sometimes, the reason we do not acknowledge God’s presence in us is because we have filled our lives with the garbage and the sewage of the world. When you feed your heart or your life with garbage and carnal things, you will lose consciousness of the fact that God is in you. That was what Jesus meant when He warned about our hearts being overcharged with the cares of this world (Luke 21:34). There are things that can happen that can make you lose your spiritual perception that God is in you. May that never be your experience in Jesus’ Name.

	 


CHAPTER FOUR

	GOD’S LOVE HAS COME TO STAY

	 

	12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 

	16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

	1 John 4:12, 16

	These verses are telling us that God is love. To say that God has love, is right, but that doesn’t fully capture the truth. More than God having love, God is love, and His love is in you to stay. If God is love and God has come to stay in you, then it can be safely inferred that love is on the inside of you, and so just like God who has come to stay, His love has come to stay in you. God is love, so getting to know the love of God is important.

	 

	An Observation

	I made an observation during my university days. Walking through the hostels, a lot of students would play their music loud to the hearing of their roommates and neighbours, as well as passersby. Hearing some of these songs being played, I discovered that a lot of those songs were songs in search of love. Their lyrics said things like: “I want you to love me; I want you to hold me; I want you to be with me”. We need to understand that certain behaviours we find expressed in the natural man are simply indicators of his spiritual bankruptcy and emptiness.

	There is a deep-seated desire in everyone to be loved. The reason is simple: We were wired that way by God, and until you come to know God through Jesus Christ and the love of God to dwell in you, you will not know love. You will always be looking for love in the wrong places. This is what drives people into the wrong hands. The moment a person accepts Christ and the love of God comes to live in them, and then they begin acknowledging the presence of that love in them, their days of looking for love are over because they already have love.

	 

	Know That You Are Loved

	Let me be practical here, and speak to the unmarried ladies. When you want to get married, your primary reason shouldn’t be to marry somebody who will love you – as though you are looking for love as something that you don’t know or have. If you do not know that you are already loved, you may very well fall into the wrong hands. Of course, you should marry someone who loves you; but how would you know if the man who has come around you loves you? When you know and believe the love God has for you, you won’t fall for an insincere man crooning or singing lullabies into your ears. You won’t fall for that because you will immediately detect him if he’s phony. Why? You already know the love of God. You can only do this because God who is love is already inside of you! That love in you will be like a detector to anything being offered to you in the guise of love.

	Don’t stop at only believing the love of God; get to a point where you can say you know it (1 John 4:16). That is why when you know the love God has for you, a man who wants to get married to you as a lady, must reflect the love of God unveiled in Christ. When you already know the love of God in Christ, it becomes a sensor for you. You will match him against the picture of love revealed in Christ, while also making allowances for him to grow. Is he born again? Is he caring? Is he sacrificial? Does he love like Jesus? Is he moving in that direction? He doesn’t have to be perfect because you are not perfect yourself, but is the potential there? Is the seed there? Are you seeing manifestations of that love in his life? So, when he comes, he is not coming to give you something you don’t already have or know. You have it, and you know it because you are already loved. If you are in a relationship and the guy is not manifesting love, call off the relationship. If you behave as though you are desperate, you don’t know how deeply you are loved and valued, and you may be taken advantage of.

	Let me illustrate further. When a lady has a good father, and a good relationship with him, and her dad dotes over her; he loves her and she deeply respects her dad, do you know that when a man comes to her, she would place him side by side her dad in comparison? If a young lady served her father his meals in a particular way, she would most likely reproduce that with her husband. If her husband doesn’t like it, she may want him to adjust to it. She is doing that because that was her first-hand experience. There is nothing wrong with it! She had a good representation of genuine love. When a guy comes around her, he may not be rich like her daddy (if her father is rich), but she asks: Is he caring like daddy? Does he love like daddy? They become very critical! For them not to go to the extreme, they need to be careful, knowing that daddy, in the way he loves her, had his journeys too. She has to be careful not to take the final, or finished product: her daddy, and match it with a young man who is still learning. Nonetheless, there should be some basic love qualities the man interested in her must possess.

	Imagine that the first day he takes her out, he doesn’t open the door of the car or cab they ride in; or he doesn’t pull out the chair for her in the restaurant. Instead, he claims that he is a typical native man and says he has no part in a “white man’s culture”, and that love is of the heart. Well, I guess you know how the story is likely to end.

	What is my point in all this? Whether you are a man or woman, if you are born again, you are God’s child, and the Father loves you! He has accepted you in Christ Jesus, the Beloved (Ephesians 1:6). When you know the Father who is love, nobody will offer you what you don’t have. You are priceless to the Father and He has shown how priceless you are to Him by giving you His Son, and coming to live in you.

	 

	Loving As Your God Loves

	God in you makes it possible for you to love as He loves. Let me draw your attention to the words of Jesus in John 13:34:

	34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another”. 

	John 13:34 

	For every commandment or every instruction God gives you, He has made the provision for it. In this case, how has He made that provision for you to carry out the commandment to love? By He Himself, living in you. Therefore, you can go to extreme measures of sacrifice and love. If God loved us and gave His life for us, we should do same for our brothers. God has made that possible because He is on the inside of us.

	Love is not a thing; love is not a feeling; love is a being. God is love. That is why you can never know true love until you meet love in the person of Jesus. This love only comes to you when you get born again.

	Speaking to the religious people of His day in John 5:42, Jesus said, “But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you”. Before you came to Christ, you didn’t have the love of God in you. “Oh”, you say, “But I go to church. I help so many people”. You may have been merely carrying out philanthropy. Philanthropy is actually love for man. It is a phileo love.

	Philanthropy comes from two words: phileo and anthropos. Phileo means friendship or soulish love; anthropos means man. Thus, philanthropy is love for man. It is not necessarily divine love. The love of God is agape love. It was a love unseen, unknown and unheard of until it was unveiled through the coming of Jesus. It is this divine love that comes into you when you accept Jesus Christ as Lord.

	 

	God Seen Through Love

	12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 

	1 John 4:12

	Have you seen God before? No. It is not even that God doesn’t want us to see Him; it is just that it is impossible. If you stood in God’s presence with your earthly body, to say that you would be broken into a billion parts is an understatement. This is because our bodies, being physical, natural, earthly, and mortal cannot stand in God’s presence. Since nobody has seen God, does that mean God cannot be seen? Does it mean God doesn’t want to be seen or known? He wants to be known, and for that to be possible Jesus Christ came to earth, veiled in the human body.

	18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known. 

	John 1:18

	God was in Christ and He was able to bring God to a level or a platform where man could relate with Him. Remember, when Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father and it will be sufficient for them (John 14:8)? Look at Jesus’ response:

	9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

	John 14:9

	Remember, the love of God dwells in us. God is love; therefore, you too can say like Jesus to your neighbours, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father”.

	Seeing God with your two naked eyes is irrelevant. God is love and when you walk in love, you manifest the God on the inside of you by your actions, words, forgiveness, giving – all prompted by love. This brings God to a level that people can relate to. Nobody wants to stand in God’s presence and be blown into smithereens. So, when they stand in your presence and love has gained the mastery over you, they are standing in the presence of God. The Scripture says that as He is, so are we in this world (1 John 4:17).

	Oh, my friend, desire to get to that place where you can say the same through your practice of love. Get to where people will say of you that they have never seen such expressions of love before. By experiencing through you that kind of love, they would have come in contact with the living Christ and with God the Father.

	God is in you, and He has come to stay, never to depart.

	 


Prayer Of Salvation

	 

	Making Jesus Christ your Lord and Saviour is the best decision you will ever make and Jesus has made it very easy for you to be saved. The Bible says:

	9 That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

	10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

	13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved”.

	Romans 10:9-10, 13

	If you have never asked Jesus to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour, then say the following prayer out loud meaning every word from your heart:

	“Heavenly Father, I come to You today in the Name of Jesus. I believe that Jesus died for my sins and that He was raised up from the dead for my righteousness. Jesus, save me now. I confess You as my Lord and Saviour. Thank You Father, for saving me. I am now born again, in Jesus' Name, Amen”.

	Congratulations! You have just taken the best decision in your life!

	Send us an email at info@thereadywriter.net and we will be happy to encourage you in your new faith.

	 


Prayer For The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit

	 

	Now that you are born again, you need power to enable you to become a witness or proof producer of the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8). This power is available to you through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, also known as the in-filling of the Holy Spirit, or the gift of the Holy Spirit.

	Concerning receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said,

	9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

	10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened...

	13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

	Luke 11:9-10, 13

	All you need to do to receive the Holy Spirit is to ask the Father in faith.

	When you receive the Holy Spirit, you will speak in tongues. Speaking in tongues is speaking in a language unknown to you as inspired by the Holy Spirit. When you receive the Holy Spirit, He will give you the utterance, that is, He will give you unknown words to say, but you have to open your mouth and say them (Acts 2:4). You are the one who speaks in tongues – not the Holy Spirit.

	To be filled with the Spirit, pray this prayer right now:

	“Father, I thank You for the promise of the Holy Spirit made available to me in Christ Jesus. Right now, I receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and I will speak in tongues as the Spirit gives me utterance”.

	Now by faith, open your mouth and speak those wonderful words.

	Congratulations! A whole new dimension of supernatural power and manifestations has just opened up to you.

	Now that you have been filled with the Spirit, it is necessary for you to maintain a Spirit-filled life. Ephesians 5:18 says, “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit”. This verse commands you to be constantly filled with the Spirit.  One way you can keep on being filled with the Spirit is by speaking in tongues regularly.

	Speaking in tongues is now your prayer language, the language your spirit can use to communicate directly to God (1 Corinthians 14:2). Through this means you can build yourself up spiritually (1 Corinthians 14:4; Jude 20), and you can also pray according to the will of God (Romans 8:26-27).
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